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River Notes; Alexander Orlov and NKVD Operations in the Spanish 

Civil War 

  

Aleksandr Mikhailovich Orlov - overview       

  NKVD in Spain  

Going For The Gold 

Testimony of Alexander Orlov before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee 87th Congress 1955  
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Orlovs larger perspectives; The Theory and Practice Of Soviet 

Intelligence 

 

For additional information on Alexander Orlov, the following is pretty comprehensive: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Orlov_(Soviet_defector) 

Russian Revolutionaries, 1914 – 1920 – Alexander Orlov 

https://spartacus-educational.com/SPorlov.htm 

 

Books on or by Alexander Orlov 

Costello, John and Oleg Tsarev. Deadly Illusions: The KGB Orlov Dossier.  New 
York, NY: Crown, 1993. 

 
Faria, Miguel A., Jr., MD.  The Astounding Case of Soviet Defection 
Deception.  Macon, GA: Hacienda Publishing, Inc., 2003. 
 
Gazur, Edward.  Alexander Orlov: The FBI’s KGB General.  New York, NY: Carroll & 
Graf, 2001. 
 
Orlov, Alexander.  The Secret History of Stalin’s Crimes.  New York, NY: Random 
House, 1953. 
 
Orlov, Alexander. The Handbook of Intelligence and Guerrilla Warfare.  Ann Arbor, 
MI: University of Michigan Press, 1963. 
 
Orlov, Alexander.  The March of Time: Reminiscences.  London, UK: St Ermin’s 
Press, 2004. 
 
Volodarsky, Boris. Stalin's Agent: The Life and Death of Alexander Orlov.  Oxford, 
UK: Oxford University Press, 2015.  

  

 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/kent-csi/vol7no2/html/v07i2a05p_0001.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/kent-csi/vol7no2/html/v07i2a05p_0001.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Orlov_(Soviet_defector)
https://spartacus-educational.com/SPorlov.htm
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Magazine and Journal Articles on Alexander Orlov 

 Orlov, Alexander.  “Stalin’s Secrets. Part I: Ghastly Secrets of Stalin’s 
Power.”  LIFE, 6 April 1953, 110-123. 
 
Orlov, Alexander.  “Stalin’s Secrets, Part II: Inside Story of How Trials Were 
Rigged.”  LIFE, 13 April 1953, 160-178. 
 
Orlov, Alexander.  “Stalin’s Secrets, Part III: Treachery to His Friends, Cruelty to 
Their Children.”  LIFE, 20 April 1953, 143-159. 
 
Orlov, Alexander.  “Stalin’s Secrets, Part IV: The Man Himself.”  LIFE, 27 April 1953 
145-158. 
 
Blackstock, Paul W.  “The Tukhachevsky Affair.”  Russian Review 28, no. 2 (April 
1969): 171-190. 
 
Lee, Eric. “The Eremin Letter: Documentary Proof that Stalin was an Okhrana 
Spy?”  Revolutionary Russia 6, no.1 (1 June 1993): 55-96. 
 
“The Retiring Spy.”  Times Literary Supplement (28 September 2001). 

Further reading suggestions related to the Spanish Civil War: 

Books 

Beevor, Antony. The Battle for Spain: The Spanish Civil War 1936–1939. New York, 
NY: Penguin Books, 2014. 
 
Hooton, E. R.  Spain in Arms: A Military History of the Spanish Civil War 1936–
1939. Philadelphia, PA: Casemate Books, 2019. 
 
Payne, Stanley G.  The Spanish Civil War. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University 
Press, 2012. 
 

Preston, Paul. The Spanish Civil War: Reaction, Revolution and Revenge. London, 
UK: William Collins, 2016. 
 
Thomas, Hugh. The Spanish Civil War. New York, NY: HarperCollins, 1977. 
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Articles 

Krammer, Arnold.  “Spanish Volunteers Against Bolshevism: The Blue Division. “The 
Russian Review, 32, no. 4 (1973): 338-402. 
 
Volkova, Irina. (2020).  “Spanish Republicans’ Struggles and Its Impact on the Soviet 
Wartime Generation.”  Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History, 21, no. 
2 (2020): 327-346. 
 

Other readings of interest related to the Soviet Union under Stalin (by no 

means all inclusive) 

Brackman, Roman.  The Secret File of Joseph Stalin: A Hidden Life.  Routledge, 
2001. 
 
Radzinsky, Edvard.  Stalin: The First In-Depth Biography based on Explosive New 
Documents from Russia’s Secret Archives.  Trans. H. T. Willets.  New York, NY: 
Anchor Books, A Division of Random House, 1997. 
 
Rayfield, Donald.  Stalin and his Hangmen: The Tyrant and Those Who Killed for 
Him.  New York, NY: Random House, 2004. 
 
Thurston, Robert W.  Life and Terror in Stalin's Russia, 1934-1941. New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1996. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Letters To the Editor   (We will publish comments and 

suggestions with just initials unless you ask us 

specifically to say 'Anonymous'  or ask us not to 

publish at all.  Please keep them short as we are 

emphasizing readability with this newsletter.)  

E-mail us at info.afiocr.org@gmail.com  

mailto:info.afiocr.org@gmail.com
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Please don’t forget to visit our chapter website at Columbia 

River AFIO  Updated on a regular basis.  

 

 

 

 

https://afiocr.org/
https://afiocr.org/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2010/03/12/the-history-of-the-honey-trap/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2010/03/12/the-history-of-the-honey-trap/

